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Obstacle Signs of Alienation, Solitude
and Death Study of Indulged in a
Game by Jing-hong Zhang

Huang Zan-Jie

Abstract

Existentialism discloses the reality of human beings’ lives, mental
fragility, and perception and reflects the stress and risk of realistic life.
In 2012, Jing-hong Zhang introduced the Short Story Collection titled
Indulged in a Game, which includes his short stories that have received
awards and explores issues such as family affectionf Internet, online
trading, drug trafficking and folk custom. It reveals the characters’
obstacles in reality and their mental state. Hence, based on

existentialism, the researcher classifies the obstacle categories of
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Indulged in a Game into “alienation”, “solitude” and “death” and
pinpoints the underlying significance of life. After text analysis, the
researcher realizes that the author does not intentionally depict the
mental states of the characters, but rather tends to introduce the values
and thoughts of “existence” by “events” and develops an “open space”
resulting in various signs, imagination, perception, and signifiers. By
“sophisticated” and “objective and indifferent” approaches, he can cope
with different heavy issues. His style, content, and genre are nearly
consistent with the “neo-realism of Taiwan” proposed by a panel of

judges for the 21st Unitas Award for New Novelists.

Key words : Jing-hong Zhang, Indulged in a Game, existentialism, neo-

realism of Taiwan
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